
🗣️ TSCG Student Guide: Freedom of Speech & Academic Freedom
🎓 What This Guide Is For
This guide explains your rights as a student at Trafford and Stockport College Group (TSCG) when it comes to freedom of speech and academic freedom. It also outlines what’s expected of you when organising or attending events, so everyone can express themselves safely and lawfully.

🔍 Your Rights
· Freedom of Speech Within the Law
You have the right to express your views, hold opinions, and share ideas—as long as it’s lawful. TSCG supports open discussion and debate, even when views are controversial or unpopular.
· Academic Freedom
You’re free to question received wisdom, explore new ideas, and present work that challenges norms—without fear of losing academic standing or facing disciplinary action.
· Events and Speakers
TSCG will not refuse events or speakers just because their views are controversial or unpopular. Events may only be restricted if the content is unlawful or poses serious safety risks.

📅 Organising Events with External Speakers
If you’re planning an event with an external speaker (someone not employed or enrolled at TSCG), here’s what you need to do:
· Submit speaker details and any publicity materials (including social media posts) at least 7 days before the event.
· The event must be approved before it’s advertised or confirmed.
· You must stay in the room during the event and ensure it runs safely and respectfully.
· All external speaker events will be recorded centrally.
If your speaker is known to be controversial or linked to past incidents, the event may be reviewed further. TSCG will assess legality and risk—not whether the speaker’s views align with any particular stance.

🚨 What’s Not Allowed
Speakers and attendees must not:
· Promote hatred, violence, or terrorism.
· Incite illegal activity or breach the peace.
· Disrupt events through organised heckling or intimidation.
· Bring dangerous items into venues.
If someone breaks the law during an event, organisers must give warnings and ask for their removal if necessary.

📢 Appeals & Complaints
If your event or speaker is denied, you can appeal. An independent panel will review the decision, and anonymised outcomes will be published to ensure transparency.

⚖️ If Things Go Wrong
· Breaches of this Code may lead to disciplinary action.
· Criminal matters will be referred to the police.
· Everyone involved is expected to help identify and report breaches.

🔄 Keeping It Up to Date
TSCG reviews this Code every year and publishes a report on how freedom of speech is being upheld—including data on speaker requests, refusals, and appeals.

If you’re unsure about planning an event or inviting a speaker, speak to your tutor or the Director of Marketing and Communications. They’ll help guide you through the process.

